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FINAL ORDER 

T h i s  m a t t e r  came b e f o r e  t h e  Board of  Nurs ing  p u r s u a n t  t o  

S e c t i o n  120 .565 ,  F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s ,  and C h a p t e r  2 8 - 4 ,  F l o r i d a  

\ . , A d m i n i s t r e t i v e  Code on August  1 7 ,  1990, i n  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  Florida 

I .::- for t h e  p u r p o s e  of  c o n s i d e r i n g  the P e t i t i o n  fo r  D e c l a r a t o r y  && 
<.-,a S t a t e m e n t  f i l e d  by M a r t i n a  P o h l .  Having c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n  

@ and s u p p o r t i n g  documenta t ion  p r o v i d e d  by  P e t i t i o n e r ,  t h e  Bcsrd 

I makes t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i n d i n g s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s :  

I FINDINGS OF FACT -- 
1. P e t i t i o n e r  i s  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

I F l o r i d a ,  and i s  t h e  n u r s i n g  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  - , a  . 

. . 

N e w  England  C r i t i c a l - C a r e ,  ' I n c  .' 
. _ .  . . , . .  . .  

I 2 .  P e t i t i o n e r  a s k s  w h e t h e r  it i s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

I p r a c t i c e  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  
. . 

4 6 4 . 0 0 3  ( 3 )  ( a ) 2 ,  F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s ,  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  low d o s e '  

1 a n e s t h e t i c  a g e n t s  o r  t o  i n s t r u c t  p a t i e n t  o r  f ami ly  members t o  use 

\ a c o n t i n u o u s  i n f u s i o n  pbmp. t h i s  p e t i t i o n  was n o t i c e d  by the 

I 'oard i n  t h e  March 2 ,  1990,  i s s u e  of t h e  F l o r i d a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

I *'k'y 
r Volume 1 6 ,  No. 9 a t  page  1049.  



3. Section 464.003(3)(a), florida Statutes, in pertinent I 
- I 

--.- . a- part provides: 

( 3 ) ( a )  "Practice of professional nursingn 
means the performance of those acts re- 
quiring substantial specialized knowledge, 
judgement, and nursing skill based upon 
applied principles of psychological, biolo- 
gical, p h y s i c a l ,  and social sciences which 
shall include, but not be limited to: 

- ( 1 )  The observation, assessment, nursing 
diagnosis, planning, intervention, and 
evaluation of care; health teaching and 
counseling of the ill, injured, or infirm; 
and the promotion of wellness, maintenance 
,of . h e a l t h ,  *and prevention of illness of 
others. 

(2) The administration of medications and 
treatments as prescribed or authorized by 
a auly licensed practitioner authorized by 
the laws of t h i s  state t o  prescribe such 
medications and treetnents. 

. . 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Board has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 

Section 120.565, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 28-4, Florida 

kdrrtinlstzative Code. 

2. The Petition filed by the Petitioner is in substantial 

compliance with the provisions of Section 120.565, Florida 

Statutes, and Rule 28-4.001, Florida ~dministrative Code, and 

Petitioner has the requisite interest to maintain this 

proceeding. 

3. Initially, the Board has considered whether an epidural 

or intrapleural snesthesia is a medication or treatment within 

the context of Section 464.003(3)(a)2. The Board understands 

that certain anesthesias are regional anesthetic agents and as 

s u c h  are not within the meaning of the terms "medications and 



I treatments." It is the opinion of the Board that epidural 

anesthesia is a regional anesthetic agent and as such is n o t  
- .. . - z- 

coGemplated by the terms "medications end treatmentsm contained 

within Section 464.003(3)(a)2, Florida Statutes. Therefore it is 

I ' not appropriate for R . N . s  to administer anesthesic agentsi 

Petitioner is notified that she may appeal this order by 

filing one copy of the Notice of Appeal to the Clerk fo the 

I agency, and by filing a filing fee and one copy of the Notice of 

Appeal with the District Court of ~ p p e a l  within thirty (30) days 

of the date this order is filed. 

I DONE and ORDERED this 26th day of December . I 

B O M D  OF NURSING 

NATALIA N. CRUZ, A.R.N.P. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the 

I -! -. foregoing Final Order has been furnished by certified mail to 

Martina Pohl, R.N., MPA, Nursing Quality ~ssurance 
I 

I Administration, New England Critical Care, Inc., 165 Forest 

S t x e e t ,  Marlborough, MA 01752, this a h  day of 

December 1990. _ . _ .  - ... 

&E UTIVE DIRECTOR 
.t J 


