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The meeting of the Probationers Committee, Florida Board of Medicine was called to order by Dr. Fred Bearison, the Committee Chair, at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, November 2, 2007. 

Members Present: 


Members Absent
Fred Bearison, MD


Mammen Zachariah, MD
H. Frank Farmer, MD

Tully Patrowicz, MD
Gary E. Winchester, MD

Others Present:

Ed Tellechea, Esquire, Board Counsel, Attorney General’s Office

Janie Shingles, Compliance Officer, Department of Health, Consumer Services/Compliance Management Unit
Deborah Troupe, representing the Professionals’ Resource Network

V. Liz Nieves, Argus Reporting

Rameshbhai Patel, MD - Tab 1
Dr. Patel’s Final Order is currently stayed.

Jose Rey, MD - Tab 2 

Dr. Rey made his first appearance before the Probation Committee accompanied by his proposed monitor, Manuel Suarez, MD. The Probation Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order with Dr. Rey and Dr. Suarez. Dr. Suarez said he understood his responsibilities as a monitor. 
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Manuel Suarez to serve as monitor for Dr. Rey.

Samuel Cox - Tab 3
Dr. Cox made his first appearance before the Probation Committee accompanied by his primary proposed monitor, Ron Arison, MD. The Probation Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order with Dr. Cox and Dr. Arison. Dr. Arison expressed understanding of his responsibilities as an indirect monitor. 
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Ron Arison to serve as monitor for Dr. Cox.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Francisco Gilberto Bermudez, MD as alternate monitor.

Marco Molinares, MD - Tab 24

Dr. Molinares was not present.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to table this tab.

Val Manocchio, MD - Tab 4
Dr. Manocchio was not present. Deborah Troupe of PRN informed the Committee that Dr. Manocchio was not hired by the company; therefore he did not feel his appearance was required. The Compliance Officer informed the Committee that the Respondent had not contacted the Compliance Management Unit.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to refer this matter to the Consumer Services Unit.

Leonard Rubinstein, MD -  Tab 5
Dr. Rubinstein made his quarterly appearance accompanied by his approved monitor, Dr. Edward C. Fetherolf. The Committee reviewed the monitoring responsibilities with Dr. Rubinstein and Dr. Fetherolf. Dr. Fetherolf stated he reviews 25 % of Dr. Rubinstein patient schedule. The Committee informed Dr. Fetherolf that his responsibility is to review 25% of the Respondent’s patient records at random once per month. Dr. Fetherolf stated he understands his responsibilities and will review the correct amount of charts.
Probation Continues.

Carlos Millan, PA - Tab 6
Mr. Millan made his quarterly appearance before the Probation Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Mr. Millan stated everything was going fine. 
Probation Continues.

Carlos Barroso, MD - Tab 7
Dr. Barroso was not present.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to table this tab.
Bill Byrd, MD -  Tab 8
Dr. Byrd was not present.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to table this tab.
Victor Ferran, MD  - Tab 9
Dr. Ferran was not present.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to table this tab.

Sanjay Sastry, MD - Tab 10
Dr. Sastry made his quarterly appearance before the Committee accompanied by Deborah Troupe of PRN. Ms Troupe informed the Committee that Dr. Sastry is in compliance with his contract. 

Dr. Sastry stated he had no problems to report at this time.

Probation Continues.
Nahed Sobhy, MD - Tab 11
Dr. Sobhy made haer quarterly appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr/ Sobhy stated she did not have any problems to report. 
Probation Continues.

Howard Blount, MD - Tab 12
Dr. Blount made his final appearance before the Committee. The Committee commended Dr. Blount for complying with the Final Order. Dr. Blount stated he had no problems to report.
The Compliance Officer informed the Board that Dr. Blount’s probation terminates November 3, 2007.

Probation Continues.
John Altieri, MD - Tab 13
Dr. Altieri made his quarterly appearance before the Committee accompanied by the Deborah Troupe of PRN. Ms. Troupe informed the Committee that Dr. Altieri is in compliance with his contract. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr. Altieri stated he had no problems to report.
Probation Continues.
Mary Ellen Beatty, MD – Tab 14

Dr. Beatty made her quaterly appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr. Beatty stated she did not have any problems to report.
Probation Continues.
Manuel Alvarado, MD - Tab 15

Dr. Alvarado made his quarterly appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of his Final Order. Dr. Alvarado stated does not have any problems to report at this time.
Probation Continues.

William Espinoza, MD - Tab 16

Dr. Espinoza made his quarterly appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr. Espinoza stated he was not clear when his reports were due. The Compliance Officer stated the reports are due quarterly. 
Probation Continues.

Carola Vargas-Leon, MD  - Tab 17

Dr. Vargas-Leon made her quarterly appearance before the Probation Committee where her Florida CARES Evaluation was presented for consideration. The Committee reviewed the recommendations. The Committee found that the probation period does not start until Dr. Vargas-Leon complies with recommendations. The Committee reminded Dr. Vargas-Leon that all reports are to be submitted in affidavit format.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Florida CARES Evaluation.

Probation Continues.

Jerome Werner, MD  - Tab 18

Dr. Werner made his quarterly appearance before the Committee accompanied by Deborah Troupe of PRN. Mrs. Troupe informed the Committee that Dr. Werner is in compliance with his PRN contract. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order with Dr. Werner. Dr. Werner informed the Committee that he was trying to get the requirements scheduled. He stated he did not have any problems to report at this time.
Probation Continues.

Jose Carlos-Lopez, MD - Tab 19

Dr. Lopez made his quarterly appearance before the Committee accompanied by Deborah Troupe of PRN.  Ms. Troupe informed the Committee that Dr. Lopez is currently in compliance with his contract. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order 
Probation Continues.
Bill Byrd, MD - Tab 8

Dr. Byrd appeared before the Committee. He apologized for being late. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr. Byrd stated he had no problems to report.
Probation Continues.

Victor Ferran, MD  - Tab 9

Dr. Ferran made his final appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. The Compliance Officer informed the Committee that the probation period will terminate November 21, 2007. Dr. Ferran stated he had no problems to report at this time.

Probation Continues.
Helen Donatelli, MD  - Tab 20

Dr. Donatelli made her quarterly appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr. Donatelli asked if the time she spent with the Department of Health could satisfy her community service requirement. The Committee informed Dr. Donatelli that she would need to submit the required documents to the Compliance Officer. Dr. Donatelli stated she did not have any problems to report.
Probation Continues

Arnaldo Carmouze, PA - Tab 21

Mr. Carmouze made his final appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. The Compliance Officer informed the Committee that the probation period would terminate February 15, 2008. Mr. Carmouze stated he had no problems to report.
Probation Continues.

 William Hopkins, MD - Tab 22

Dr. Hopkins made his quarterly appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Dr. Hopkins informed the Committee that he does not have a contract with PRN. The Compliance Officer stated there was a typo on the minutes from the September 7, 2007 meeting. Dr. Hopkins stated he does not have any problems to report at this time.

Probation Continues

Waleska Tulier-Pastewski, MD - Tab 23

Dr. Tulier made her quarterly appearance before the Committee accompanied by her Attorney Jon Pellett. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Atty. Pellett informed the Committee that the new director is Areatha King, MD. Dr. Tulier stated she does not have any problems to report. Atty. Pellett stated he would be seeking early termination of probation.

Probation Continues. 
Craig Meircort, MD - Tab 24

Dr. Meircort made his semi-annual appearance before the Committee accompanied by Deboarah Troupe of PRN. Ms. Troupe informed the Committee that Dr. Meircort is in compliance with his contract. Dr. Meircort stated he had no problems to report. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order.
Probation Continues.

Jose Grau, MD - Tab 25

Dr. Grau made his semi-annual appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the requirements of the Final Order. Dr. Grau stated he had no problems to report.
Probation Continues.

Gery Meta, MD - Tab 26

Dr. Meta made his semi-annual appearance before the Committee. The Committee reviewed the requirements of the Final Order. Dr. Meta informed the Committee that he will be starting a new job November 3, 2007. The Compliance Officer informed the Committee that the new proposed monitor will appear with Dr. Meta at his next scheduled appearance. Dr. Meta stated he had no problems to report.
Probation Continues.

Abner Landry - Tab 27

Dr. Landry made his semi-annual appearance accompanied by Deborah Troupe of PRN. Mrs. Troupe informed the Committee that Dr. Landry is in compliance with his contract. Dr. Landry stated he had no problems to report. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order.

Probation Continues.
Arlene Martone, MD - Tab 29
Dr. Martone appeared before the Committee accompanied by Atty. Jon Pellett to request Early Termination of Probation. The Committee reviewed the terms of the Final Order. Atty. Pellett presented Dr. Martone’s request. The Compliance Officer informed the Committee that Dr. Martone is in compliance with Final Order. She went on to say the requirements have been tolled since February 2007, because Dr. Martone stopped practicing in Florida. 
A motion was made and voted unanimously to recommend the Early Termination of Probation for Arlene Martone.

Carlos Barroso, MD - Tab 7

Dr. Barroso was not present.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to refer Dr. Barroso to the Consumer Services Unit for non-compliance.

NON-APPEARANCES:
A motion was made to unanimously approve tabs 30-42.
A motion was made to unanimously approve tabs 43-50.

A motion was made to unanimously approve tabs 51-55.
 Marissa Magsino, MD - Tab 30
Dr. Magsino was not required to attend this meeting where her community service plan for Health Care Center for the Homeless was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Magsino’s community service plan for Health Care Center for the Homeless.
Joseph Hernandez, MD  - Tab 31

Dr. Hernandez was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for Haven Hospice was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Hernandez’s community service plan for Haven Hospice.
Arthur Mack, MD - Tab 32

Dr. Mack was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for South Brandon Worship Center was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Mack’s community service plan for South Brandon Worship Center.
Harry C. Benson, MD - Tab 33

Dr. Benson was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for the American Red Cross was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Benson’s community service plan at the American Red Cross.
Howard Lee Kahen, MD - Tab 34

Dr. Kahen was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for The Rotary Club of New Port Richey was presented for consideration. 
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Kahen’s community service plan for the Rotary Club of New Port Richey.
Daniel Stein, MD - Tab 35

Dr. Stein was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for Lowry Park Zoo was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Stein’s community service plan at Lowry Park Zoo.
Helen Salsbury, MD - Tab 36

Dr. Salsbury was not required to attend this meeting where her community service plan for the Economic Opportunity Family Health Center was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Salsbury’s community service plan at the Economic Opportunity Family Health Center
Gregory Smith, MD  - Tab 37

Dr. Smtih was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for The University of Florida was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Smith’s community service plan for the University of Florida.
Daniel Montero, MD - Tab 38

Dr. Montero was not required to attend this meeting where his community service plan for the Last Chance Ranch was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Montero’s community service plan at the Last Chance Ranch.
Tatjana Webster, MD - Tab 39

Dr. Webster was not required to attend this meeting where her community service plan for the American Red Cross was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Webster’s community service plan for the American Red Cross.

Nancy Thornton, MD - Tab 40

Dr. Thornton was not require to attend this meeting where her community service plan for Samaritan Gardens Community Center was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Thornton’s community service plan for Samaritan Gardens Community Center.
Parul Patel, MD - Tab 41

Dr. Patel was not required to attend this meeting where her community service plan for Chinmaya Orlando was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Patel’s community service plan for Chinmaya Orlando.
Hugo Romeu, MD - Tab 42

Dr. Romeu was not required to attend his meeting where his community service plan for Vitas Innovative Hospice Care and extension to complete the Continuing Medical Education and Community Service plan were presented.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Vitas Innovative Hospice Care as the Community Service Plan.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve an extension until July 31, 2008 to complete the Continuing Medical Education and Community Service requirements.
Faith Sarfarazi, MD - Tab 43

Dr. Sarfarazi was not required to attend this meeting where her Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.
Frank Denoff, MD - Tab 44

Dr. Denoff was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Sitre Surgery Lecture Outline was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.
Gary Schemmer, MD - Tab 45

Dr. Schemmer was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.
George Charles Ibars, MD - Tab 46

Dr. Ibars was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.

Paul C. Dell, MD - Tab 47

Dr. Dell was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.
Mark Davis, MD - Tab 48

Dr. Davis was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline. 
Antonio Disclafani, MD - Tab 49

Dr. Disclafani was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline and his  Community Service Plans for Pt. Charlotte High School and Trinity High School were presented for approval. 

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Community Service Plans for Pt. Charlotte High and Trinity High School.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.
Yves L. Homsy, MD  - Tab 50

Dr. Homsy was not required to attend this meeting where his Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline and his  Community Service Plan for Town and Country Regional Public Library were presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Community Service Plan for Town and Country Regional Public Library.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the Wrong Site Surgery Lecture Outline.
 Owen E. McDonough, PA – Tab 51
Mr. McDonough was not required to attend this meeting where his request for a payment plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Mr. McDoungh’s $309.00 per month payment plan.
Tucker Greene, MD – Tab 52

Dr. Greene was not required to appear at this meeting where his request for an extension to complete the FMA Laws and Rules and USF Drug Course were presented.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Greene’s extension until December 12, 2007 to complete the USF Drug Course.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Greene’s extension until June 30, 2008 to complete the FMA Laws and Rules Course.
James Dolan, MD – Tab 53

Dr. Dolan was not required to appear at this meeting where his request for an extension to complete the community service requirement was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Dolan’s extension until April 13, 2008 to complete the community service requirement.
Carlos Verdeza, PA – Tab 54

Mr. Verdeza was not required to attend this meeting where his request for an extension to complete the continuing medical education courses where presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Mr. Verdeza’s extension until December 31, 2007 to complete the continuing medical education courses.
Lakshmisri Bhattacharjee, MD – Tab 55

Dr. Bhattacharjee was not required to attend this meeting where her request for an extension to complete the community service requirement was presented for consideration.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve Dr. Bhattacharjee’s extension until December 31, 2007 to complete the community service. 
Probation Committee Minutes – May 11, 2007 – Tab 56

(Reference purposes only.)
Probation Committee Minutes – September 7, 2007 – Tab 57

The Probation Committee found a few typing errors in the minutes from the September Probation meeting. The Compliance Officer requested that the Committee postpone the approval until the November 30 – December 1, 2007 Board Meeting.
A motion was made and voted unanimously to postpone approval of the September 7, 2007 Probation Committee Minutes until the November 30 – December 1, 2007 full Board Meeting.

Board of Medicine Minutes – June 1-2, 2007 -  Tab 58

(Reference purposes only.)
Board of Medicine Minutes – August 10-11, 2007 -  Tab 59

(Reference purposes only)
2008 Proposed Meeting Dates and Locations – Tab 60
A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve all dates and Tampa location for the 2008 Probation Committee Meetings, with the option to change the dates by the incoming Committee.
There being no more business the Probationer’s Committee adjourned at 11:05am.
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