Minutes
Surgical Care/Quality Assurance Committee

Board of Medicine
Hilton Tampa Airport Westshore
2225 North Lois Avenue
Tampa, FL 33607
(813) 877-6688
Thursday

October 1, 2009
5:30 P.M. or shortly thereafter

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M. 

Mr. McPherson called the roll and determined that the Committee had a quorum.

Attendees:






Robert Cline, M.D., Chair




John Beebe






Trina Espinola, M.D.

Onelia Lage, M.D.


Tully Patrowicz, M.D

Jason Rosenberg, M.D.

Larry McPherson, Executive Director
Ed Tellechea, Sr. Asst. Attorney General

Nancy Murphy, Paralegal
Donna McNulty, Asst. Attorney General

Ephraim Livingston, Esq. Prosecution Services

Gwyn Willis, Board Staff
Whitney Bowen, Board Staff
John J. O’Brien, Jr., M.D., Guest

L. William Luria, M.D., Guest

Chris Nuland, Esq., Guest

Debbie Conn, R.N., L.H.R.M., Guest

Suzette Bragg Peterson, American Court Reporting

Tab #1 Medical Spa Survey

Christ Nuland, Esq. who represents the Florida Society of Plastic Surgeons and the Florida Society of Dermatologists, presented the results of an informal  email survey of the members of the two societies regarding incidences of damage done by treatments received by patients in medical spas.  The survey took place between June 1-June 30, 2009.  Mr. Nuland stated that the results of the survey showed similar results of a national survey done by the American Society of Dermatologic Surgeons.  Dr. O’Brien and Dr. Luria accompanied Mr. Nuland to share some of the issues that Plastic Surgeons are seeing in their medical practices.  Both Dr. O’Brien and Dr. Luria described the results of med spa treatments received by patients who needed interventions by plastic surgeons due to the standard of care they received.  
Dr. Steven Rosenberg shared with the Committee that he had come before the board ten years ago to share the same type of concerns presented today, which resulted in HB699.  HB699 created rules for regulation of medical spas that were not the doctor’s primary practice location.  
Mr. Nuland stated that physicians are practicing outside of their training scope of practice with very little additional training in the medical spa treatments.  

Mr. Tellechea stated that the board does not have any evidence of cases heard by the board that indicates there is a problem.  Dr. O’Brien and Dr. Luria both stated that the reason these complaints are not coming to the Board is because their patients have been reluctant, or refused, to file a consumer complaint and without their consent, the physician cannot file a complaint either.

Dr. Lage suggested that physicians in the field take before and after photos and begin publishing the results in the medical journals.  

Debbie Conn, R.N., L.H.R.M., addressed the Committee stating that she had seen serious burns, liver and bowel lacerations as a result of liposuction.  She informed the board that many medical spas were located in shopping malls and strip plazas.  She also stated that many of the medical spas had treatment rooms that are not sterile and were often used as break rooms as well. She also confirmed that the reason the Department is not getting complaints is the reluctance of patients to do so.
Dr. Cline recommended that the Committee submit a request to the Chair of the Board, Fred Bearison, M.D., to write a letter to the specialty societies encouraging them to report adverse incidents related to medical spa treatments and encourage their patients to report the incidents when treatment was received by another physician.
Dr. Lage suggested that the Message From the Chair address the issue of adverse incidents related to medical spas.  She also stated that the specialty societies should use the media to educate the patients on the importance of filing a consumer complaint when sub-standard treatment is received.

Dr. Jason Rosenberg suggested that board staff compile a list of civil complaints related to med spa treatments.   

Action Taken: Ed Tellechea will draft a letter to be approved by the Chair of the Board that will be sent to the specialty societies.
Board staff will inquire at the Department of Finance about the availability of a list of malpractice civil suits related to medical spa treatments.
Tab #2 Rule 64B8-9.009 F.A.C. Rule Change to Level II Anesthesia

The Committee discussed the issue presented where physicians are administering excessive amounts of oral medications during Level I procedures which alter the consciousness of a patient during the procedure. The proposed rule change to 64B8-9.009(4)(a)(1) would include the following language: “by any means that alter the level of consciousness”.  This change will require physicians giving medications, including oral medications, that alter the conscious of a patient to be registered as a Level II office surgery facility.   

The Committee gave Mr. Tellechea the authority to proceed with rule development.  He will bring the proposed language back at the Committee at the next meeting for approval.

The Committee stated that the rule change will affect small business.  

Action Taken:  Dr. Jason Rosenberg made a motion to approve the changes to the language.  Dr. Espinola seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Dr. Cline made a motion to write a SERC.  Dr. Jason Rosenberg seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
Tab #3 Rule 64B8-9.009 (4) (b) (3) F.A.C.

The Committee reviewed the rule language pertaining to adding a defibrillator or automatic external defibrillator (AED) to the list of supplies required for Level II and Level III office based surgery.  

The Committee determined that this rule change will affect small business.
Action Taken: Dr. Jason Rosenberg made a motion to approve the notice of rule change.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.  
A motion was made to prepare a SERC.  The motion was seconded, which carried unanimously.  Mr. Tellechea will provide a SERC for this rule. 
Tab #4 Statistics

The Committee reviewed the statistics provided.
Action Taken:  No action was needed.

No new business
The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
Minutes Prepared by:

