Meeting Minutes/Report

Florida Board of Medicine

Expert Witness Committee Conference Call

August 1, 2007
Conference Call at 12:30 P.M. EST

Conference Call Number (888) 808-6959

Conference Code 2454131

Dr. Barrau called the meeting to order at 12:39 P.M.
Mr. McPherson called the roll and determined that the Committee had a quorum. 

Members Present: 

Carmel Barrau, M.D.



 

Fred Bearison, M.D.


George Thomas, M.D.



Staff Present: 

Ed Tellechea, Board Counsel

Larry McPherson, Executive Director 

Irene Lake, Expert Witness Program Representative

Melinda Gray, Board Staff
Gwyn Willis, Board Staff

The Committee reviewed six applications and took the following actions:

Tab #1: Rene F. Cruz, M.D., Internal Medicine/Hospitalist
The Committee discussed the issue of a pending malpractice case involving the physician. 

Action Taken: Dr. Barrau made a motion to send a letter stating that the Board would defer deciding on this application until the pending litigation is resolved.
Tab #2: Tai Q. Nguyen, M.D., Neurosurgery
The Committee questioned the brevity of the explanation about a medical malpractice case involving the physician. The Committee determined that they would appreciate more information before they could come to a decision.

Irene Lake stated that she would contact the physician for the information immediately. 

Mr. McPherson suggested that the application form provide an instruction for the applicant to attach a detailed description and result of malpractice cases to avoid delays in deciding on expert applications.
Action Taken: The Committee tabled this tab until more information about the previous malpractice case could be obtained.

Tab #3: Seymour Rosen, MD, Ophthalmology
Action Taken: Dr. Bearison made a motion to approve. Dr. Thomas seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Tab #4: Mark E. Swanson, M.C., Pediatric Critical Care

Action Taken: Dr. Bearison made a motion to approve. Dr. Thomas seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Tab #5: Eugene Trowers, M.D., Internal Medicine/Gastroentrology
Action Taken: Dr. Barrau made a motion to approve. Dr. Thomas seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Tab #6: Joanne R. Werntz, M.D. Orthopedic Surgery

Action Taken: Dr. Thomas made a motion to approve. Dr. Bearison seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Other Business:

The Committee requested that the information in the applications marked “Confidential” not be included in the application materials. 

Mr. Tellechea confirmed that this information is confidential and should not be included in the agenda.

Action Taken: Ms. Lake confirmed that the confidential would be excluded from the agendas in the future.

The meeting adjourned at 1:10 P.M.
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