Probationers Committee Meeting

July 11, 2008


MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF THE PROBATIONER’S COMMITTEE

FLORIDA BOARD OF MEDICINE

Tampa Airport Marriott

Tampa International Airport

Tampa, FL 33607

(813) 879-5151

July 11, 2008

The Florida Board of Medicine’s Probationer’s Committee Meeting was called to order at 8:02 A.M. on Friday, July 11, 2008 by Dr. Fred Bearison, the Committee Chairperson.

Members Present: 


Members Absent
Fred Bearison, MD


George Thomas, MD-Excused
Trina Espinola, MD

Gary E. Winchester, MD

Tully Patrowicz, MD

Others Present:

Ed Tellechea, Esquire, Board Counsel, Attorney General’s Office

Ephraim Livingston, Esquire, Department of Health, Prosecution Services

Tiana Jackson, Compliance Officer, Compliance Management Unit / Consumer Services Unit

Janie Shingles, Investigation Specialist II, Compliance Management Unit/Consumer Services Unit

Raymond Pomm, representing the Professionals’ Resource Network

Gretchen Schultz, Court Reporter

Approval of the minutes from the May 23, 2008 Probationer’s Committee Meeting - Tab 1

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve the Probationer’s Committee meeting minutes from May 23, 2008.

Board of Medicine – Minutes July 20, 2007 & August 10-11, 2007 – Tab 2 

Miguel A. Archacha, MD - Tab 3
Dr. Archacha made an appearance before the Probationer’s Committee, accompanied by his attorney and William Smiddy, MD, his proposed monitor.  Dr. Archacha introduced his proposed monitor.  Dr. Smiddy informed the Committee that he understands his responsibilities as Dr. Achacha’s monitor. The Board’s counsel explained Dr. Achacha’s licensure order and informed the Committee that no reports are required from the proposed monitor.  
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Smiddy to serve as the monitor of Dr. Archacha.  

William Leach, MD -Tab 15

Dr. Leach made his quarterly appearance before the Committee, accompanied by Dr. Pomm of the Professionals Recovery Network (PRN).  The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Leach’s final order.  Dr. Leach informed the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice since his last appearance.  Dr. Leach also informed the committee that he has successfully passed the SPEX examination. Dr. Pomm informed the Committee that Dr. Leach is currently in compliance with his PRN contract. 

Probation Continues.

Timothy Eastburn, PA - Tab 4

Dr. Eastburn was excused from this meeting; his appearance has been moved to the November 7, 2008 Probationer’s Committee meeting.

Leonard Rubinstein, MD - Tab 16

Dr. Rubinstein made his quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Rubinstein’s final order. Dr. Rubinstein informed the Committee that he has had no problems or changes in his practice since his last appearance.

Probation Continues.

Israel Rabinsky, MD –Tab 5
This tab will be discussed later in this meeting.
Val Manocchio, MD-Tab 6

This tab will be discussed later in this meeting
Nancy Garrity, RN- Tab 7

Ms. Garrity made her first appearance before the Probationer’s Committee, accompanied by her attorney and her proposed monitor, Ms. Barbara Frankel.  Ms. Garrity informed the Committee of her current practice location.  Ms. Frankel advised the Committee that she understands her role as Nancy Garrity’s monitor.  In response to a letter received by the Committee, it was requested that Ms. Garrity clarify whether or not she wishes to request a payment plan in order to pay ordered costs and fines.  Jon Pellett, counsel to Ms. Garrity, explained to the Committee that Ms. Garrity is not requesting approval of a payment plan at this time.  Ms. Garrity was advised that she is required to be under direct supervision when laser hair removal procedures are performed by her.  Information relative Marianne Panayides, Ms. Garrity’s proposed secondary monitor, was presented to the Committee.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Ms. Barbara Frankel to serve as the monitor of Nancy Garrity.  
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Ms. Panayides to serve as Nancy Garrity’s alternate monitor.

George Figueroa, MD - Tab 8

Dr. Figueroa made his first appearance before the Probationer’s Committee, accompanied by his proposed monitor, Michael Reilly, M.D. Dr. Reilly informed the Committee that he understands his responsibilities as Dr. Figueroa’s monitor and that he has read Dr. Figueroa’s final order.  Dr. Figueroa advised the Committee that he will be eligible to take the Board examination following his successful completion of a one-year probationary period.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Reilly to serve as Dr. Figueroa’s monitor.

Manuel Alvarado, MD - Tab 9

Dr. Alvarado made his final appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Alvarado’s final order. The compliance officer confirmed that Dr. Alvarado is in compliance with the terms of his final order. 

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to accept Dr. Alvarado’s final appearance and terminate probation as scheduled.

Bill Byrd, MD - Tab 10

Dr. Byrd made his final appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Byrd’s final order. The compliance officer confirmed that Dr. Byrd is in compliance with the terms of his final order. 

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to accept Dr. Byrd’s final appearance and terminate probation as scheduled.

William Espinoza, MD- Tab 11

Dr. Espinoza made his final appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Espinoza’s final order. Dr. Espinoza gave the Committee a verbal description of the community service which he completed in order to comply with his final order. The compliance officer confirmed that Dr. Espinoza is in compliance with the terms of his final order. 

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to accept Dr. Espinoza’s final appearance and terminate probation as scheduled.

William Hopkins, MD - Tab 12

Dr. Hopkins made his final appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Hopkins’s final order. The compliance officer advised the Committee that Dr. Hopkins is in compliance with the terms of his final order and that all required reports from his monitor have been received.  

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to accept Dr. Hopkins’s final appearance and terminate probation as scheduled.

Sirajul Islam, MD - Tab 13

Dr. Islam made his final appearance before the Probationer’s Committee.  The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Islam’s final order.  Dr. Pomm of the Professionals Recovery Network (PRN) advised the Committee that Dr. Islam is in compliance with his PRN contract and that he supports Dr. Islam’s termination of probation.  Dr. Islam informed the Committee that he will continue to be accompanied by a female chaperone when seeing female patients for the remainder of his medical practice. The Compliance officer confirmed that Dr. Islam is in compliance with the terms of his final order.

 A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to accept Dr. Islam’s final appearance and terminate probation as scheduled.

Jose Grau, MD - Tab 14

Dr. Grau was not present for his final appearance before the Committee.   The compliance officer informed the Committee that there was no documentation or phone calls from Dr. Grau requesting to be excused from this meeting.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously that Dr. Grau be referred for non-compliance due to his failure to appear.

Probation Continues.

William Leach, MD -Tab 15

This tab was discussed earlier.
Leonard Rubinstein, MD - Tab 16

This tab was discussed earlier.
Samuel Cox, MD - Tab 17

Dr. Cox made his quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Cox’s final order. Dr. Cox informed the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice since the last meeting.  Dr. Cox informed the Committee that he has not made any payments to satisfy his approved payment plan. The compliance officer informed the Committee that Dr. Cox has not made any subsequent requests for extensions in time to pay the ordered administrative costs and fines.  The Committee advised Dr. Cox that reports submitted by him were not in compliance due to the submitted reports not being in the required affidavit format. Dr. Cox was made aware that all required reports must be notarized and that his report submitted for the month of March must be re-submitted in the correct format.  

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to reject the reports submitted by Dr. Cox for the months of March and June.  It was ordered that Dr Cox re-submit notarized reports for the months of March and June within 30 days. 
 A motion was made and it was voted unanimously that Dr. Cox must submit a request for an extension of time to pay ordered costs and fines within 30 days.

Probation Continues.

Nahed Sobhy, MD - Tab 18

Dr. Sobhy made his quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee.  The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Sobhy’s final order.  Dr. Sobhy informed the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice or location since his last appearance.  The compliance officer informed the Committee that all fines and costs for this case have been paid and that Dr. Sobhy is currently in compliance with the terms of his final order. 

Probation Continues.

Joseph Altieri, MD - Tab 19

Dr. Altieri made an appearance before the Probationer’s Committee where his quality assurance (QA) report and proposed community service plans were reviewed.  Dr. Altieri was accompanied by his attorney.  The Committee reviewed documentation relative to Dr. Altieri’s QA review.  Jon Pellett, counsel to Dr. Altieri, informed the Committee that a follow up report will be submitted once the recommendations outlined in the initial report are completed.  Dr. Altieri informed the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice.  Dr. Pomm of the Professionals Recovery Network (PRN) informed the Committee that Dr. Altieri is in compliance with his PRN contract.  The Compliance officer informed the Committee that Dr. Altieri is currently in compliance with the terms of his final order.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Altieri’s community service plan for Temple Beit Hayam.  
Probation Continues.

Rafael Rodriguez, MD - Tab 20

Dr. Rodriguez made his quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee. Dr. Rodriguez informed the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice since his last appearance.  Dr. Pomm of the Professionals Recovery Network (PRN) informed the Committee that Dr. Rodriguez is in compliance with his PRN contract.  The Committee reviewed Dr. Rodriguez’s proposed community service plan. The Compliance officer informed the Committee that Dr. Rodriguez is currently in compliance with the terms of his final order.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Rodriguez’s community service plan for St. Mary Catholic Church.  
Probation Continues.

Richard Edison, MD - Tab 21

Dr. Edison made his quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee.  Dr. Edison advised the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice since his last appearance.  The Committee reviewed the terms of Dr. Edison’s final order. The compliance officer informed the Committee that Dr. Edison is currently in compliance with the terms of his final order and that all reports have been received.

Probation Continues.

Vasundhara Iyengar, MD - Tab 22

Dr. Iyengar made her quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee.  Dr. Iyengar informed the Committee that there have been no changes in her practice since the last meeting. The Committee reviewed Dr. Iyengar’s proposed community service plan.  The compliance officer informed the Committee that Dr. Iyengar is currently in compliance with all terms of her final order.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Iyengar’s community service plan for Hindu Society of Central Florida, Inc.  
Probation Continues.

John Altieri, MD.

Dr. Altieri was not placed on the agenda as required; however, he made his regularly scheduled quarterly appearance before the Probationer’s Committee.  A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to place Dr. Altieri on the agenda for this meeting.  Dr. Altieri informed the Committee that there have been no changes in his practice since the last meeting.  Dr. Pomm of the Professionals Recovery Network informed the Committee that due to Dr. Altieri’s name not appearing on the agenda, he was not prepared to speak on behalf of the doctor. However, Dr. Pomm informed the Committee that he is not aware of any problems relative to Dr. Altieri’s PRN contract.
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to accept Dr. Altieri’s appearance. 

Probation Continues.

Calvin Higgins, MD - Tab 23

Dr. Higgins’ appearance was postponed until the November 7, 2008 Probationer’s Committee meeting where his quality assurance report will be reviewed.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to reject Dr. Higgins CARES evaluation.

Branislav Stojanovic, MD - Tab 24

Dr. Stojanovic made a required appearance before the Committee where follow-up documentation relative to his quality assurance (QA) report was reviewed.  The Committee agreed that all recommendations outlined in Dr. Stojanovic’s initial QA review have been completed.  The compliance officer informed the Committee that Dr. Stojanovic is not required to make quarterly appearances. 

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Stojanovic’s follow-up quality assurance review.

Daniel Daube, MD - Tab 25

Dr. Daube was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan and lecture outline were presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Daube’s community service plan for Boy’s Country Sheriff’s Office, Panama City Police Department, and Office of the State Attorney.
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Daube’s lecture outline.

 Thomas Mixa, MD - Tab 26

Dr. Mixa was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan and lecture outline were presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Mixa’s community service plan for St. Petersburg Free Clinic.
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Mixa’s lecture outline.

Jonathan Hendricks, MD - Tab 27

Dr. Hendricks was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan and lecture outline were presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Hendricks’s community service plan for Wuesthoff Medical Center.  
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Hendricks’s lecture outline.

Ralph Guarneri, MD - Tab 28

Dr. Guarneri was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Guarneri’s community service plan for Broward General Medical Center, Salvation Army, and Nova Southeastern University.
Manuel Martinez, MD - Tab 29

Dr. Martinez was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Martinez’s community service plan for Charlotte County Homeless Coalition.  
James Fogleman, MD - Tab 30

Dr. Fogleman was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Fogleman’s community service plan for Episcopal Men’s Ministries.  
Ralf Barckhausen, MD - Tab 31

Dr. Barckhausen was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Barckhausen’s community service plan for Munroe Regional Medical Center and Marion County Public Library System.  
Robert Lemert, MD - Tab 32

Dr. Lemert was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Lemert’s community service plan for Habitat for Humanity of Orlando.  
Alberto Dominguez-Bali, MD - Tab 33

Dr. Dominguez-Bali was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Dominguez-Bali’s community service plan for Heartbeat of Miami.  
Lawrence Coots, MD - Tab 34

Dr. Coots was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Coots’ community service plan for Baden Powell Scout Reservation.  
Douglas Dorsay, MD - Tab 35

Dr. Dorsay was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Dorsay’s community service plan for Habitat for Humanity Sarasota. 
 R. Dean Glassman, MD - Tab 36

Dr. Glassman was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Glassman’s community service plan for Cleft Palate Clinic.  
Francisco Narvaez, MD - Tab 37

Dr. Narvaez was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Narvaez’s community service plan for Light of the World Clinic, Inc., and North Broward Hospital.  
 Jack Powell, MD - Tab 38

Dr. Powell was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Powell’s community service plan for Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
Thomas Rodenberg, MD - Tab 39

Dr. Rodenberg was not required to attend this meeting at which his community service plan was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Rodenberg’s community service plan for First Baptist Church, Ft. Lauderdale and The Salvation Army.

Jamie J. Pulaski, MD - Tab 40

Dr. Pulaski was not required to attend this meeting at which his lecture outline was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Pulaski’s lecture outline.

Richard Beatty, MD - Tab 41

Dr. Beatty was not required to attend this meeting at which his lecture outline was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Beatty’s lecture outline.

 Irvin Keller, MD - Tab 42

Dr. Keller was not required to attend this meeting at which his lecture outline was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Keller’s lecture outline.

Melissa Smith-Horn, MD - Tab 43

Dr. Smith-Horn was not required to attend this meeting at which her extension request was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Smith-Horn’s extension request. 

Mark Zachary, MD - Tab 44

Dr. Zachary was not required to attend this meeting at which his extension request was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Zachary’s extension request.

E. Coy Irvin, MD - Tab 45

Dr. Irvin was not required to attend this meeting at which his extension request was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Irvin’s extension request. 

Jerry Rubin, MD - Tab 46

Dr. Rubin was not required to attend this meeting at which his extension request was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Rubin’s extension request. 

 Tapan Padhya, MD- Tab 47

Dr. Padhya was not required to attend this meeting at which his extension request was presented for consideration.

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Padhya’s extension request. 

Israel Rabinsky, MD - Tab 5

Dr. Rabinsky made his first appearance before the Probationer’s Committee, accompanied by his attorney.  Joseph Harrison, counsel to Dr. Rabinsky, informed the Committee that Dr. Rabinsky has submitted information to the compliance officer relative to a proposed monitor, Dr. Knorr, who has a background in pain management. The Committee advised Dr. Rabinsky that his proposed monitor, Dr. Knorr, must appear before the Committee in order for permanent approval to be granted.  The compliance officer advised the Committee that the proposed monitor has no disciplinary history.  

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to temporarily approve Dr. Knorr as the primary monitor for Dr. Rabinsky. 
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Harvey Roth to serve as an alternate monitor to Dr. Rabinsky.

Val Manocchio, MD - Tab 6

Dr. Manocchio made his first appearance before the Probationer’s Committee, accompanied by his attorney.  The Committee Chairman informed members of the Committee that temporary approval of a direct monitor, Dr. Cubas, has been granted in this case.  Dr. Manocchio was advised that his temporary direct monitor (Dr. Cubas) must make an appearance before the Probationer’s Committee at the November 7, 2008 meeting in order for formal approval to be granted. Dr. Manocchio’s proposed alternate monitor, Jack Halickman, is not required to appear.  The Committee discussed Dr. Manocchio’s request to have the restriction to prescribe narcotics lifted from his license.  The Committee informed Dr. Manocchio that his request to have the restriction lifted from his license would result in a change of his final order and that his request should be submitted to the Board of Medicine for review.  

A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to temporarily approve Dr. Cubas to serve as Dr. Manocchio’s direct monitor. 
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to approve Dr. Halickman to serve as an alternate monitor for Dr. Manocchio.  
A motion was made and it was voted unanimously to deny Dr. Manocchio’s request for modification of his final order.

Reference/Other Business:

The Committee discussed the procedures that are currently in place for approving community service plans that includes services provided out of the state of Florida.  The Committee decided that community service should, for the most part, benefit the citizens of Florida; however, the Committee chairman should consider approvals of community service provided out of Florida on an individual basis.
There being no more business the Probationer’s Committee adjourned at 10:40.
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