Minutes

Board of Medicine

Surgical Care Committee

Ft. Lauderdale Marriott North
6650 N. Andrews Ave.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309
June 4, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 P.M. 

Ms. Sanford called the roll and determined that the Committee had a quorum.

Attendees:





Absent:
Robert Cline, M.D., Chair



Tully Patrowicz, M.D

John Beebe





Trina Espinola, M.D.

Onelia Lage, M.D.
Jason Rosenberg, M.D.

Crystal Sanford, Board Staff

Ed Tellechea, Sr. Asst. Attorney General

Nancy Murphy, Paralegal
Donna McNulty, Asst. Attorney General

Ephraim Livingston, Esq. Prosecution Services

Gwyn Willis, Board Staff

Suzette Peterson, American Court Reporting

Tab #1 Discussion on Medical Spas 

Dr. Cline asked Dr. Lage to begin the discussion. Dr. Lage introduced Cristina Bello-Quintero, M.D. and Monica Vega from the University of Miami. Dr. Bello-Quintero and Ms. Vega developed the poster about medical spas presented to the members in the agenda.
Dr. Bello-Quintero gave a brief summary of the research completed to create the poster.
Dr. Lage stated that before beginning to propose regulations for medical spas, the Committee should ask “How big is the problem?” and “How can we document the problems?” She stated that data was needed from the Plastic Surgeons and Dermatologists about the numbers and severity of medical conditions resulting from procedures performed in a medical spa. Dr. Lage suggested an educational campaign to inform the public and the physicians about the issues.
Dr. Cline suggested that the Committee ask the medical societies to gather the data and compile it into a report for the Committee. 

Chris Nuland, Esq. who represents the Florida Society of Plastic Surgeons and Florida Society of Dermatologists agreed that the medical societies could request that their members report the data and compile it into a report. He stated that the report could be written is such a way as to comply with the HIPPA regulations for confidentiality.
Dr. Jason Rosenberg asked for a list of persons who are allowed to perform the various procedures. 

Ed Tellechea, Senior Assistant Attorney General stated that creating the list would be problematic and create non-rule policy. He stated that each individual licensure Board or Council has the authority to make standard of care or scope of practice rules for the profession. He stated that if the procedure falls within the scope of practice for that health care profession, the licensee can perform the procedure. He further stated that the Board only has authority to determine who can perform these procedures for our licensees only.
Dr. Rosenberg stated that the general public assumes that a plastic surgeon is involved in a medical spa when cosmetic procedures are offered. 

Mr. Nuland asked what should be included in the report. The Committee stated that the type of injury, who performed the procedure(MD, DO, PA, ARNP, other health care provider or unlicensed person), site of the medical spa(physician office, tattoo parlor, beauty shop, free standing medical spa), gender of patient and age of patient. 

Dr. Cline suggested an education program be developed for the public.

Dr. Rosenberg stated that the Board of Medicine goal is to protect the public and maintain a minimal level of safety for Florida citizens.

Dr. Lage added that when a person seeks a cosmetic procedure, they usually seek the cheapest provider.

Mr. Nuland stated that that are about 800 Dermatologists in Florida. He suggested a survey be conducted from July 1, 2009 through September 30, 2009 and he would report to the Committee in October or December.  He also suggested that ineffective and inappropriate procedures are included in the survey.
Action Taken:

The Committee accepted the offer from Chris Nuland, Esq., to survey the Plastic Surgeons and Dermatologists in the medical societies in order to collect data that will be used to create a report for the Committee on the incidence of problems resulting from medical spa treatments. The report will be provided at the October or December meeting.
Tab #2 Rule 64B8-9.009 F.A.C. Requiring a Defibrillator for Office Based Surgery Facilities

The Committee expressed concern that the rule did not require a defibrillator or Automated External Defibrillator(AED) in the office surgery facility. Dr. Cline referred the Committee to page #23 in the Protocol Standards from the American Association for Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgery Centers (AAAASF) which was included in the agenda, where this equipment is required for accreditation.

Action Taken:

Mr. Beebe made a motion for rule development to require a defibrillator or AED in the list of required equipment and supplies in the rule. Dr. Lage seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Tab #3 Statistics

Mr. Beebe stated that the Board of Medicine and the Surgical Care Committee had performed great work in reducing the deaths resulting from patient safety issues recognized as early as 1998. He stated that the numbers demonstrate that because of the efforts of the Board and the Committee, lives have been saved.

Action Taken: No action was taken.

Tab #4 Minutes from the Telephone Conference Call with the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) on May 19, 2009

Dr. Cline stated that he was waiting for the requested reports from AHCA. 

Dr. Lage stated that she was glad to see that AHCA was willing to meet with the Committee and look at possible solutions to wrong site surgery.

Dr. Lage suggested that the lecture be given to all members of the surgical team with the cooperation of AHCA.
Mr. Beebe stated that in order to address the problem, interagency cooperation is needed.

Dr. Cline stated that the any investigation or action needed to take place very soon after the receipt of the Code 15 incident report of a wrong site surgery.

Mr. Tellechea stated that the mechanism for interagency cooperation does not exist and that legislation would be needed to address this systemic problem.

Mr. Beebe stated that he was encouraged that the numbers indicate that there are 12 incidents per million procedures. 

Dr. Cline stated that he wanted to continue to work with other Boards, Councils and parties to encourage cooperation. He also wanted to hold another conference call with AHCA after the Committee has received the reports from AHCA. He also asked that the Osteopathic Board be invited to participate.
Action Taken: The Committee will wait for the reports offered by AHCA. The reports will be placed on the next regularly scheduled Committee meeting after receipt.
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 P.M.
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