DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

DIVISION OF MEDICAL QUALITY ASSURANCE

BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPY

DRAFT

MINUTES

354th GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL

June 22, 2009
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Lynda Solien-Wolfe, LMT, Chair, at 3:40 p.m. Those present for all or part of the meeting included the following:

	MEMBERS PRESENT:
	STAFF PRESENT:

	Lynda Solien-Wolfe, LMT, Chair

Lorena Haynes, LMT, Vice Chair

Irene Andriole, Consumer Member

Bridget Burke-Wammack, LMT

Karen Ford, LMT

Robert Smallwood, LMT

William Stoehs, Consumer Member

BOARD COUNSEL:
Allison Dudley, Esquire



	Paula Mask, Program Operations Administrator

OTHERS PRESENT:
Jenevieve Piel
Grace Burnham
COURT REPORTER:





For the Record
Liz Rotruck
Office: 850.222.5491
Fax: 850.224.5316



Please note that the meeting minutes reflect the actual order agenda items were discussed during the meeting and may differ from the agenda outline.

PETITION FOR VARIANCE OR WAIVER

Tab 1
Jenevieve Piel, LMT, Re: Rule 64B7-28.009(3)(a), F.A. C., Continuing Education
Ms. Piel was present for the meeting and addressed the board concerning her petition.
Ms. Piel’s petition requested a permanent variance/waiver of rule 64B7-28.009(3)(a), Florida Administrative Code, which requires that of the required 24 hours of continuing education that: “… 12 continuing education hours shall be taken via live classroom instruction which includes hands-on instruction or demonstration…”. Ms. Piel requested the petition based on medical conditions.

Action Taken: After discussion, Ms. Ford moved to grant a temporary petition for this renewal period 9/1/07 through 8/31/09 based on the fact that she demonstrated a substantial hardship with her multiple chemical sensitivity condition and physical disabilities and also demonstrated the variance or waiver would serve the purposes of the underlying statute. Mr. Stoehs seconded the motion which passed 5/2 with Ms. Haynes and Ms. Burke-Wammack opposing the motion.
Tab 2
Sandra Mack, Re: Rule 64B7-28.009(3)(a), F.A.C., Continuing Education 
Ms. Mack was not present nor represented by counsel. Her petition requested a variance/waiver of rule 64B7-28.009(3)(a), F.A.C., which requires that of the required 24 hours of continuing education that: “… 12 continuing education hours shall be taken via live classroom instruction which includes hands-on instruction or 
demonstration…”. Ms. Mack requested the board to include proof of current, actively practicing, hands-on massage in their definition of “live”. She also requested the board to consider the financial effects of this rule on the licensees.
Action Taken: After lengthy discussion, Ms. Andriole moved to deny the petition as the petitioner failed to state specific facts that demonstrated a substantial hardship for the petitioner. Ms. Burke-Wammack seconded the motion which passed unanimously 7/0.
Tab 3
Grace E. Burnham, Re: Rule 64B7-28.009(3)(a), F.A.C., Continuing Education
Ms. Burnham was present for the meeting and addressed the board concerning her petition 

Ms. Burnham’s petition requested a variance/waiver of rule 64B7-28.009(3)(a), Florida Administrative Code, which requires that of the required 24 hours of continuing education that: “… 12 continuing education hours shall be taken via live classroom instruction which includes hands-on instruction or demonstration…”. 
Ms. Burnham addressed the board and stated this rule requirement would be a financial hardship. She also advised the board the variance or waiver is temporary.
Action Taken: After further discussion, Ms. Burke-Wammack moved to deny the petition as the petitioner failed to demonstrate a substantial hardship that would justify a waiver or variance for the petitioner. Ms. Ford seconded the motion which passed 6/1 with Ms. Solien-Wolfe opposing the motion.
The meeting adjourned approximately 4:47 p.m.
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